


Little Annie at the Peich.
buri Hotel is really the cuteg
prostitute | kKnow. She o
these big “Keane-vy" black eyes
sunk in a pool of Max Facior
eye-shadow that could maje
a saint break out in
sweal.

Her long black hair hapg
down Lo where her mini ski fe
come up to and the GI's jus
love heér-- lor 400 Baht anif
Little Annie is lucky to pa
half that--some greedy gnome
in a massage parlor gets most
of it, and he doesn’t do anv.
thing at nite but stand at the
door and blow smoke rings al
the moon.

Little Annie 15 the heart of
the R&R scenes that stretch
along Petchburi Road here i
Bangkok. She 15 about the size
of a pillow on a Hollywood
bed and if she didn't wear so
much paint you'd think she
came into the room looking
for her drunken [ather

But she's not alittle girl any-
more with magic dragons and
little blue slippers with pufls
under the bed, and that's son
of sad really. She's the genu-
ine, bona-fde, half-cups, see-
through hooker who's had 2
platoon or may be a whole
division of “America’s finest”
from Chu Lai, Da Nang, Hue
and Can Ranh Bay in the last
golden years ofthe R&R boom

She knows moresecretsihan
General Westmoreland and if
vou ever asked her, she could
tell you some scary fairy
tales about Jolly Green Giants
and Flying Cobras and things
that go “bump™ in the nigh
She’'s heard them all. She's
paid to. And little girls don'l
thrive on nightmares. Little
Annie is tough.

Girls like Annie keep sol-
diers like Carl, Bob and Art
coming to Bangkok. Like any-
one else in a foreign environ-
ment, G.1."s tend to be “grou-
pies” when they first land here
in Thailand.

Hostile hums and strange
smells make them stick to-
gether like pioneers in Indian
country. The pool isdefinitely
held by the “friendlies" as 15
the coffee shop, the TV in the
lounge, and every path leading
to and from their rooms. Out-
side this defensive perimeler
it is safe only at night, in 2
taxi. In the day it is controlled
by Tango Hotel Alpha India
Sierra. The prostitutes come
into the compound like deser-
ters under the “Open Arms
program, but the G.l.'s sus-
pect their sympathies lie
elsewhere. A lot of Bangkok
still isn’t pacified.

Carl sits outside by the pool

in the warm sun, eating break-
fast. It’s June in Thailand and
the temperature this morning
is 90 degrees. He's got a half
dozen eggs surrounded on a
plate just below his mouth in
i narrow valley between a
stack of toast and a wall of
bacon,

_As the cleaning lady closes
in he's slicing upthe remnants
and by the time I get to the
scene he's just mopping up
with a sweep of a crust of
toast,

Carl is a tall, Germanic
private in the mould of Gunner
Asche, His eyes are covered
by Andy Warhol sunglasses,
the type that remind you of
one-way mirrors in a psycho-
logy lab. With a positively rude
burp he shoves away from the

Vgl

table. There are no survivors.

Around Art's neck is a big
pigeon-foot peace symbol, a
pair of dog tags and a mira-
culous medal, which turns out
to be an image of Buddha on
closer inspection. He's wear-
ing smartly tailored green
pants and a blue short-sleeve
button-down shirt with the
tails sticking outside. He had
the shirt tailor made for him
when he flew in a few days
ago, at one of the G.I. tailor
shops that line Petchburi
Street. He's a black man with
a pencil moustache and he
pulls a small pocket phrase
book out of the shirt pocket.

“Poo-ying. No,...let's see -
POO-ying! Yeah,man, that's
it. POO-ying! I'm gonna go
get a POO-ying tonight.”

Little Annie and the other
Thai prostitutes sitting around
the pool break up at his at-
tempts to master Thai and
start imitating Art, whisper-
ing “POO-ying”in each other's
cars till they are rolling with
laughter. Most of the G.I. pro-
15_t i:lules speak fairly good Eng -
1510,

“You number TEN!,” some-
one yells out.

“The third man at the pool-
side this morning is Bob O.,
252499 zeo, zero, cight. Bob
is a farmboy from NorthCaro-
lina, Shuffle, drawl and con-
stant grin, at vour service,
folks. A true American folk
hero, guaranteed to cheer the
heart and raise a smile on a
dead man's face.

He's smoking a “Samit” ciga-
rette when I sit down but he

handles it like a boy sneaking
a smoke behind his daddy's
barn. The smoke comes out of
the mouth, not the lungs, and
for a sweet second 1 sniff the
air for a whiff of “gancha™
{(marijuana), But no, it turns
out to be just plain smoke and
as a matter of fact he has just
started to smoke cigareties.

He wanted to try a Thai ciga-
rette.

The three of them are clus-
tered around the remains of
breakfast and as we start
talking about R&R in Bangkok
| can't help thinking of Dylan’s
“John Wesley Hardin"album--
the one filled with bad guys,
good guys, cheats and crooks,
robbers and saints. R&R
troops in Thailand have a
bad reputation among the lo-
cal Thais. Humanity is too



together to Nnd

: cheatin and
Eghhlngwhfnj anvqnp who, bui
there i1s certainly a lot of il
going an.

Between the American Gl's
and their Mve day friends only
God knows the score. One
thing's for cerfain though. It"s
not just the prostitutes that
are gelting taken.

tangled up

“Lots of guys don't know what ' s
happening. You're just happy
lo be out of Yietnam, to be
anywhere. You'll pay anything
anywhere. You'll pay anything.
Most of the GI's don't mind
spending their money here.
{He pats his wallet.) Most of
them bring about $300. The
broads, andthe cabbies,--they

gol so they can make sure
you use it all before you go.
But | don't have any hard
feelings about them trying to
steal my money. 1 don't blame
them.™

Art:

*The prices are ridicolous
though. §1.25 for a beer althe
Whiskey aGo Go. My girltakes

gels a dollar from the gu
she brings me in. Buf | w
lo Taiwan on R&R lasi (ime
| had leave and [ speni 5%
there, Bul 1 didn't have half gy
much Tun as 1 am her
Bob;

*The laxi driver gels a cul
{go. One day | weni inlo g
store and boughl some siuff
gnd my driver was really mad
what'd v'all buy?.” he said
i don't want them to chea
vou." He makes likeh

'.:l.-il-l'lt me to pet chealed bul
really he's ticked ofT b

he wants me (o go (i
friend’s place
acul.”

A lol of GI's rent a cab for
the Mive days Lhey're in low
on RER. It°s bike being ina
armored personncl carrier
rolling Ihrough the sireels
peering oul the window slils
at the sights from behind g
solid sheet of tin. It feels safe
But it's like that Dally Duck
carloon where Daflly, chased

I"L'.-JI:'-'.' |.|_ A |

by a bear, bolts inside the
house, locks the door and
swallows Lhe key. When he

turned around, the bear 15 in-
side with him.

Likewise, once inside this
rolling, gear-grinding f{in
juggernaut the soldier dis-
covers that the enemy is dri-
ving the damn thing. Then it's

figure out how muchmoneyyou me there because she says she (oo late.
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Inside the cabbie's smiling
grip he's hugged to death then
turmned upside down and shaken
{ill his pockets are empty and
he'll be lucky to make it back
o Saipon with his skivvies,

Some cabbies make Vicior
Charlie look like a neophyie
in the arl of ambushing a
refrealing column of Gl's, On
their way back to the safelyof
Yielnam, an R&R palrol was
recently hil for 700 Bahi (535
US) to go from the Ao
Phya to Don Muang airport.
Massacres like that rank with
Hamburger Hill and Custer's
Last Stand.

The GI's come home fo
Thailand for the girls be-
cause girls enpy a greal
repitation among many Gl's
in Yietnam.

In a sociely such as Thailand
where women are taught from
birth to be cheerful, polite and
long-suffering towards their
men, even Lhe prostitutes are
affected. Few of them are co-
arse, vulgar or vicious.

A few of the 48,000 U.S.
soldiers and airmen stationed
in Thailand permancntly in
lowns such as Korat in the
Northeast take a Thai girl for
a“minor wife.” The girl lives
with the soldier and he sup-
ports her. The arrangement
works oul well for both part-
1es and there is no social stig-
ma allached lo the system of
minar wives. Many Thai men
have minor wives themselves.

The th“.‘l‘l’l CiOfi &S il the

girl has a baby and the -GI
does not lake the responsibi-
lity for supporting the child
when he leaves for the States

In Bangkok recently however
there has been a noficcable
change ol atmosphere. The
boom 15 ending and lean times
are ahead. Several thousand
soldiers are being pulled oul
this year from Thailand and
Mixon 15 winding down the war
in Vielnam. Fewer soldiers
are arriving in Bangkok to hill
the massage parlors, the ho-
tels, the jewelry shops. Pri-
ces are skyrockeling and af-
ter five years of Gl-call girl
relations some of the magic
has worm off

Still, Bangkok has everything
a G.1. could ask for: heauti-
ful girls, good food, a wide
variety of night clubs and di-
scotheques with the latest rock
and roll, nearby beaches and
greal beer.

The local merchants, holel-
keepers, cabbies, and eventhe
Thai government will be sad lo
see the American Gl go home.
Last year R&R expenditurcs
accounted for a third of Thai-
land's tourist carnings and
Thailand needs those dollars
to help bridge a growing ba-
lance of trade deficit with the
US. RER troops annually
spend around U.5.522 million
in Thailand.

As for litlle Annie, she's go-
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