


By Bovd-Weibel

Chigstion @ "Ik you think the

war inlLaoswill end inlhe for-

seenble, fulure, and [he relu-
e in e home again?
N LRTLT | I personally don'l

think Lhal given any SErCement
i Paris oF winy seltlement of
ithe Yielnam - war, you will ol
cilect ol
this hereinlaos. Hihink wewill
haveé our Pathel
laoskirmishes, our ambushes

Hul

in time we can have o

¢ the immediate

wpnnsl the Crvernment
1T ¥ B
pEaCE ol Our osm”™

LS AL Helupee,
Yienlwane

alficer,

i Lime, 8 PACE G T How
time? What kind of peace?
Aannlhen allicial

“Mavhe oo ten

W
much
ATTETICEn RS
pessimasticaliy,
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ABOUT GOING HOME

Special Correspondent

years.” Peace in Laos
Mo matter wha you lelk i, the
answer 1% almost alwavs the saome

thes mighl as well foreel aboul poing
home -
Wha  are They  arc Lhe
250,00 refupces of the Laatain
Lao, Meo, Ly, alhers-=who had the

“thoy'™?

W=

unloriunaste luck of BEine BOrn om of

fiear the Ho Chi Minh tradl in the: ilile
Kingom of Laos thal has bBecome o
hiphway bt w2

IWO  warring

Brmies

In the Tall of 1969, the Roval Lao-
Lian: Governmenl, backed by Asmieri-
drikes. ook the Plain des
Jarres from the Pathet Lao and the
Morth Mielnamese
SUPrISe 1o, EVErVDNE,
Bul i the spring of 1970 the com-
[T TR B Lo take il back

In themiddleallhis eatherine slorm
up on the Plain was movillage. The

Can air

Ncoame as i

decided

COLOR PIC (1IRES: Theyjuiey
majority, The pirl
bk b Wiy
symbal! barn 4
totally

I ||'|¢ "..""‘4- |
Yiene

I'!I Hi o |
refigee |
clupee. !

mule

name ol the village was Taesseng Sene 10, 25,000 relugees were! [Momms |\
Moy, Twenty  nine families lived in ithe Plain des Jarres in onecoss v A
this small  village, whose “puya)™ uols. gigantic airlift
Baan - wEs i Young man named Sank- dod while the Americans sl - vl
hamsing ol Wiletriomese, (he Palbe/ls

lo stop lhe Communist advance on and e Raval Laotian Goyenms i il
Phe Pl des Jarres, the Roval LG - fiht over the deserded yillagels N o
bian Cosernmenl was counbimeg on wil% O Fasscrne Sene Moy, 5 ﬂig
MASSIVE AMerican girsirikes hamsing and hia people Rave b ‘;aﬂ'

Hut whnl &0 sou o with peaple Hke up i a new place . .F?
Sankhamsmp? T vau wanl vou can (i Y -

Thes're poing 1o get in the way the heading “USAIN Refupes Sist - “

Whal vyou need 18 a4 (ree-fire mone Repart (June 26, 1970].° 1MES
where ansone down below is pilio- aie al thas e noenbe 5 IR

i
matically lhe enemy, Then when (he

luimns there

Cammiinis| vou can Tind Them: bk

g relurm ir
The people of Facssenpy Sene Mos

had to go. And they did

Linnnit Cla0  ALaribou fransport

planes were rushed nfram: Okingwn

by LSAIDLEADS 1o clear the batlle-

field.

- Whal is vour name!
= My nimme is Senkhamsing

Inane week, from Feb, 4 1o Feb. {conlimied &n F"IF’

S
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The huge rice bags lumbled oyl the bomb bay onto a white-marked * feld. A small girl waved Trom her hul nearh

Air America pilots Nying
in ; Laps are supposed lo be some-
thing oul of Terry and the Pirat-
ehi oo wild, brawling daredevil bunch
of airborn mercenarics. People you
don’l cross

They're the ones who 1y, Lthe rice
triand the refugees oul of the moun-
tainous no-man’s -land that is a lot
of northern Laos todoy. They 0y
the supply missions here, including
arms apd ammunition drops o Go-
vermmenl forces Nehltine m  the
mountains.

America office doesn'l
Thevire not Iook-

The »aAlr
acoepl hookings.
g for busingss.

Several months apo, during the fall
af the Plain des Jarres o the com-
munists, two unfordunate travelers
up at the Alr America
in Luang Pra-
ride o ¥ien=-

showed
aperalions Mulding
bang looking lor &
lane

The place was In an uproar. Loo-
Lion soldiers, Meo (ribesmen, ro-
fugeces. and old ladies were milling
around and people were rushing here
god there. They walked In and ask=-
ed someone il they could speak

y loone ol the pilots
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A Tew minutes laler a pilot appear-
ed and let them have L.

“What are you doing here,” he bark -
ed.

The iwo travelers gulped, then one
of thern sarted out timidly, “We
were wondering if,.."

The pilol looked at them and poin-
fed out side,

There ain'l no wondering about il
You walk ouf this [=====- iloar,
and you turn right or you turn left,
but  whichever way vou furn, you
gel the hell outa here = guick!™
They were gone before he Mnished
Ihe sentence. One of the fwo was
my photographer. He's still a hif
wary about flying on a ricedropwith
AlR America,

We're sitbing in the LSIS affice in
Yientione. The American Press At-
fache i% on the phone lo the Air
Aamericid desk sl Wal Tay airport,
trying to sel up the rice drop.

[t's 5:30 in the uflernpon and all
three lines are busyv,  Finally ne
gels through., Heexplaina that he has
Iwo repariers from Bangkok doing a
story an refugees who wanl (o go
dlong on o rice drop,

Whats thal ? They need clearance
from the AID refugee chief? Yes,
he knows that, Yes, ves, he's clearcd
that with Gullion already..

What 7 Apain? That's nol enough,
Whal else do they need? They need
Listen, he savs fo the man on the
other end of the ling, I'm the press
aftache here. Isn't my word good
enongh?! But the man on the other
end won't relent

The attache hangs up Mnally. Don'l
warry, he says to us as we leave

¥

He'll have eversthing arranged by Sa -

lurdoy

Belore we leave Yientione, 1 ask
an AID allicial il they've eviér last
g plang on 4 rice drop - from
wieather or enemy ground fre
He grins a bil. Well, they ve had
some close calls, - Bad wealher, cf
celera, - gnd once in a while a plane
comes back with a few bullel holes,
Bul hie assurcs us il doesn't happen
often, Good

As we drive oul lo the airpart. o
cialch @ Roval Afr Las Dight to
Luapg Prabang, Heafthrough s back -
ground reporl preparcd by LUSAID
here on life under the Pathel Lap
fn Xieng Kouang Province

There™s some inleresting things:
“Anolher lléracy program consists

of  posters and placands Nlrﬂrl'v
houses, lrees, and alkong i
These are usually briel m‘hf
slorans such as “Shoo d:’lll..'.,
girplanes’.” |
Hmm. Under “Celebrilseis
Rallies,” | nole

A viclory .-;'h_-l1r;1r|r|||1l|huli'.t!
vear on October 12, Th s
SUCCESSES Arg IdN
long  with the mumber: of
soldiers killed, airplanes as

milibary

el
A little further on | find S5
favorite banner posted on 8
wills In Pathel Lao berrion g
“Shoot Down a Thousand Alpies
| wander I it"s (oo lale BN
cel thal rice drop |
The only thing modern abod 158
Prabang is the US. mil ey &9
menl around. ke the helitoe
and the MIo rifles someof (b
lle Laotian soldiers lug 9%
After we land in Luang Fri¥
we wilk over tolhe L'SMHW.
o find Paul While, the: head ¥4
fugee operations in (he lGen
The ward in fronl of (he b il
lled with pecps, brucks; anl 9
cles of all soris. [CsJuESS
thev're getting ready for 8 B FES
The fourth |15 [ad

lanmile.

By AA. MAYTREE

Special Correspondent

Y America,  W's also pavids
for the Laotion sigf
FI:IH| While 1an't around Fuimaiiy

afy l"ll“ l"“li.l.ll comes By and secs
L ILY

Whoare we, b asks

Repariers. we repls, and since ae
Cun'l i Paul White wauld g s (0
R wsked him g few guestions atoo
e refiigee silvation (n Luang Pra-
bang?

Repoarfera: he savs, Hehadn'l been
armeld aboul tur coming N he

eOuld ' talk do s umidl bie eol

cledrance Irom the US Embassy i
Vit iane
supposed (0 nolilv them when o«
PRFErs Wre i the aren

sk hion C e can cantact Vien-
Lrane Fhies il
Llear us, We have'lo leave lomor
A A e T T T T LT LR T
He takes our ¢ redend inl & mond di sag
s, Ten minutes lnlor he
back  somilipge Beems. somelails
"'"H"‘-"-T Hn somewhere, bl Vien-
Lane has tleared us

That's & reliel

al covering partics

e Arel co-ordinilor is

phone or rodio

*mo ol loso prossd

While he looks for Pl we gmise
WITSeive s oul an the parch by conn-
AR Whe atrplanes that Ny over (e

ures

B 11 14 + YR
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the hBrakid teni I | il
ATEY

Fauil i scerious, |;,|I|'_'|  AEFIT TR,

shirl mnd he looks Cired
He spent four Years

anrtone the Neo bdfor

orane R

Lidgng Prabine o i manin 1
He  fauphl - htimsell Meoowhile b
Hyed amoeng  fhen i Il San
Thone the dav bBefare (h ViT
munislsy ook the town, and Ehi
wiigle plam des Jarres. 1hi s ring
The rellg VLR AR STETH TR L
nmang right now |y prells sinble, he
explinin Fher Bee e albobl @
Ihirusand nes ForEes FEnerat

i fthen Laganr Prabang ook i

mre s year 1o leed and Lk

Iz ' 1 Lh i} T | Hils
i el [} uppiigd r el seiprpls it
g g rimenl

sl e oot niversilvol Hawmel |
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analber lillle dop. Distance, agam,
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East! Hix Ninper

stops al o e

of mounlains nearby, West? Plusar
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v mun caolld pel claustrophcbig
i plice Dk

ol thal Voo ¥
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Fiimramiecd fo ha
Killed Betvoid fthese fomins |

sl Mese
USAID pal
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America terminal, he explains. Thes
don®t Iike reporters.

Why not

Reporters huve wrilten same pretth
had stufl about them. They resensi-
tive to criticism about being part of
the CIA. AID |s sensitive aboul il
ton. The relugee program  Is the
closest 1o the people, (o the war.
They're imvolved with the refipees
and the refugees are part ofthe war,

Paul leaves ws there and drives
Back down the rumwar o the Air
America section.

Correspondents in Laos can'l help
being suspicious aboul the USAID
program however, I0 "s nob gll Paul
Whites, spending seven davs & week,
24 hotirs 4 day worrving about the
refugees, trving lo help them. There
are others,

Luos hias been deéscribed asat per-
fect (ClA theater of oction .7 Ii%s
g small nobong only o sideshow Lo
Phe Vielmie war, with few hatile
headlines lo demand space in the
newspapers and even fewer corres-
pondents {o cover if,

On June 7, 1970, John A, Hannah,
chielol the LS, Agency forInferna-
Hlonl Development (AID) publically
noknowledged thel Since 1962 the
LS aid program in Laos had been
usca asa cover for ClA aperations.

He made it plain that he disappros cd
ol the CIA®s use of ALD bul for the
momenl there i3 nothing he can do.
The situation remains the same

Paul thought the pilot sould be
i o bad mood. When he Lold him
he had fwo “customers” going with
him on this trip. the pilol sasn't
loo  happy.  Bul Paul comes back
and lells us fhal ke seems (o be
in a good mood loday,

Ay we wib there on lhe coge o1 fnc
field & Nare poes off someshere
in the hills. “The North Vietnamese
have arcived,” savs Padl with a
grin. Either thal or it*s the Pathel
Lao celebrating the Fourth of Jols
Soon n small white plane taxis
down Ithe runwat lowards us, The
Pilatus-Porter, nol much higger
than a Piper Cob, 15 o Swiss buil
STOL (short take-off, Ianding) craf
used in the Alps for rescue work,
Accarding (o Paul, it kas an engine
aboul the size ofa Yolkswagen mo-
tar, On  rainy, windy davs, when
the osersived wings catch a-strong
updraft or down drafl sou think the
wings are goine o come oll

I"s & remarkable plane. perfectls
sulled for Laos, where sou find air-
sirips a5 short as 600 vards, 4,004
feet up on a mountainside.

Fora liftle engine, the nolse 15
deafening, Delimb up front, nest Lothe
pilal, o big man dressed o khaki and
'l['ljrl INE 8 TG 'i.||]1.'hl.'.

He's  been Mving the Porier for
more than five vears and he Mics it
like n Teamster drives a rig - with
& professionalism approaching hore-
o
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‘It you'reon
an expense
account [l
take aScotch
and soda.”

COMMUNIST
CHINA

Yunnan Province

Chiang Rai
Thoeng

Chiang Kham .
Thung Chang

Nan

THAILAND

In the back af the planeé, sitting
in a-small bay on top of two hatch
doors, are four sacks of rice. 60
kilos

Four more bags are behind these.

The radio squanks clearance and
we swing onto Lhe runway, Then he
gives |l the throttle and the Porter
lakes off, loaded %ith rice. We bank
ogver the Mekong, brown and mudds
below, nnd slowlv climb to our crul-
sinE alfwude,

Right below uslallered grey glouds
are spiked on the ops of the moun-
tains like rogs on MNagpoles

The drop ‘zone is wes! of Lugng
Prabang aboul fifleen minules away
Dawn - below it's all forest covercd
mountains and hills; no rosds, jusi
nn occasional foobpath. No lelephone
poles no eleciric power lings.
olhing. Just mountain peaks stick-
ing up through the clouds.

The peaple are isolated, cul off,
held in Ltheir mountam lasiness. i
might take several days to bravel
whal took s len minutes

After a whilethe milol point s oul the
window, Down below. through i(he
clouds, I' can make oult a cluster
of thatched huls, abgit Len, sitbing
an o mountmintop.

As the plane banks over the village
ke can see o white "H™ lald oul on
thie ground. That's 1. The D&, The
pilol - passes over again. looking for
sSigns ol normal activits

He's looking for people, animals,
children, evervthing in place. This
reduces the chanceé of & frap s
Pathet Lao forces who mighl dis-
cover the signal and pul il oul theim-
selves o lure the plane down

We hank once more then come
righl in over the drop #one aboul
100 fecl over the ground. He reaches

Pnﬁ'ﬂng

_ﬂ_,.."'h"luﬂng Beng

*Luang Prabang

over (o the lelt and vonks the bame
hav lever

Whoosh! The doors fall open o
the bags fumble info space. Throug
the open doors | can sée them sirike
the ground, o more than 25 leel or
0 from the “H™.Fine drop.Another
slgepn hank and we come in &
level off once apain. Pass mimber
iwo,

On the second run (1 can seed
little girl standing Hist  inside ke
doorway of one of the huls, looking
bpal us

Seconds laler another rushofairas
the doors swing openand the last lour
hags fall out, twirling around Ll
they gtrike the pround belows. Yo
cian't hear them hil because: ol Ehe
moise of the plane. Cne secomd they're
Moatime down ke lfeathers (o s
breeze, then all of a sudden thed're
ust hrown sack i the dirt A
monlh’s supply af i

The wholé rice drop has ko
abopt M0 minales, Mo hilehes, m
problems, no Pathel Lao, no sild
peroballos in the aer, noo Sngms
Lrouble, nothing, 1'm just abopl reids
far a leldown when 1 look oul (ke
window wl the villege

Thee Hiitle gir] in the doorsay s
come oulside. She's holding Dhe S
al a Fee hae with one hind il &b
WE pass ovel for (he Mnal lme
smiles up ol us and wavcs Thad's
enough ' lor me. | press my poie e
e |_.|-_|-.,r'|| window and wave bl

Back o Luang Peabang, Paiil 1
waiting for us with (he jecp AV S
climb oul af ithe plane | Ihankis
pilol. He smiles

“If vou're on an espense docons
Il lake & Scolch and soda,”

So much for Terry and the Pl

As we drive awav.a T-28takesel

|-



THE VIEW FROM
SISAVANG STREET

BY THOMAS FARTHING
Special Correspondent

Thg French, who began their con=
quest of Laos in Luang Prabang,

Cebi1) maindain srmall cultural center
here.

s nol much. A few rooms, a lit-
‘e library. Jusl a ghost of a4 pre-
Sefice,

A few weeks ago an issue of “Pa-
. pis-Match™ magazing was Iying on
. [he luble, open lo on arti¢cle on the
war in Indochina.

A mapillustrated the spread of the
war; Laos uas eovered with a rash
ol lille red dats that looked dike
mensles: Each measle represcnl el
\Cammunist troops and right in the
Umiddle, surrounded by these liitle
red dobs, was Luang Prabang.

*'i!'il' {hreatens to invade all In-
“doching!,” announced the headlines

'._"'r_i"ﬂi'l':i- Lao occupy the Plain des

Jarres and threaten the royal village
of Luang Prabang!”

Thal's Lhe view [rom Paris,

In Luang Prabang itsell the situa-

ten doesn’t look quite as serious.
- The only thing threatening Luang

Prahang right now is Senalor Ful-
bright.

He's Irying lo cut American aid to
Laoy,

The Americans arethe newest arri-
w¥als in Luang Prabang. They've
been preceeded by the Cambodians,
Chinese, Yictnamese, Thais, Bur-

mese, French and Japanese.

n 1353 the first Lao king, Fa Ngoun
el up his royal capital here on the
banky of the swift Mowing Mckong in
Ihis beautiful mountain valley.

In Ihe 600 vears following, the an-
clent capilal of Laos has beenihrea-
tened, burned, sacked, occupicd, re-
occipled and ruled by half of the

palkons in Soulheast Ania, Amil
£YEn same outside of Southeast Asia,
like the French,

Bt Luang Prabang is o hard place
A6 quarter on army, Until recently

il hay been one of the most mala-

L3 & s}
mmpmﬁ@@oo.

A

HEF WH ilii
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rial places in Indochina. Take the "

poar French for example, ' iz v —ﬁ-‘tﬁ’ ’ ﬂ _.E l_

In 1941, before the introduction of e N o F

t " q ﬁ"" " e ]
anti-malarial drugs, their soldiers > il s e -
;':I' Ludng Prabang had an annual - 4 ; - : o
spitalization rate of 317 per cent R & ' P i ;‘iﬂ =
 Ieaadse of malaria, r y .
]
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The French had rediced fhe g
two kingdoms (o mere W'ﬁllﬂg

chiance do live Inpeace back in Thes-

- vou el the feeling (hal (hey would ;
L [ S i
chanpe the wedlligr lor Lhe refupgecs LEN aent T

ald Bllaver), they o't
I|'I-|,"I|.'

-1 ...“H'*HMI ANATT Y =
".EII-'MI._II'“: . 1 minisiralive terriine / == 1
AV rﬂ-“-'![ﬂﬁt_lﬁﬂimi, tock control ﬂ'l'lhﬂl.il‘-::“‘:'h:nﬁ" ?ﬂu Cﬂﬂ Fﬂfgﬂ* AEDUI Gn"ﬂ'g HUmE W they cotld, (1 1 el muko them Philtip Gullion (s speaking
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> U= 1959) wan edvcalod in Py S nikre b you come (rom We sam  30-50 plancs @ UdY. o pequen o Taesseng Sene Noy i Lo e bhe refiece probl =
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