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A week before Apollo |1 blasted
off for the moon, success for the
mission was predicled one of That-
land's leading astrobagers.

Uranus, representing secrels  of
the universs, declarcd the astrolo-
ger, would appear in Virgo ol lond-
ing time, indicaling thal the secrefs
ol the moon would be opencd.

To Western lourisis in Thailand,
it is all part of an exolic, mys-
terious Easl, peopled with Inscrula-
ble Drienlals, possessing occult and
ancienl knowledge, long since va-
nished in the West.

For Ithe Thai people, howover,
fortune tellers and palmistsare part
of the fabric of their everyday life,

The Kingdom of Siam, officially
called Thailand since 1949, has many
iy pes of fortune tellers.

Every weekend, in fronl of the
Ministry of Justice building indown -
lown Bangkok, you can see I0-15
respeclably odd pecple silting on
their small blankets and awaiting
business,

Surrounded by svmbaols of the
dodiac and hand charls, they read
palms, chartlucky stars, casihoros-
copes, and reveal love-lives with a
shulfle of the cards,

There are palmists, astrologers,

card readers, face readers, and
erysial - ball gazers within the
realm.  There are even forlune

fellers thak predict the fulure from

a medilalive trance like Fdgar
Cayee, America's “sleeping pro-
[& T

Thal malmists, or “maw duu™
charge anyling from 20-1%0 hahi
__[!i_l.l:_lﬂ-i?.l-ﬂ U8} for a reacing

By AA. Maytree

of your lines. Prices soar in bhe
big cities like Bangkok and Ching
Mai, drop down in small villages
outside these melropolilan centers,

The price largely depends on fhe
palmist’s reputation . and the tho-
roughness of the reading. There
are Chinese, Thai and Indian pal-

mists wilh a sprinkling of Bur-
mese,
By delicale, Bint lines, inked

in with a ballpoint pen the palmist
can  assure you thal you will never
idhic in a plane, car or frain ac-
cident; a triangle near your Lhumb
is & sure sign of clarvoyan! powers:
anather line spins oul & lale of great
wealth in the next monlh Il's
templing o believe!

To most Westerners, card readers
conjure up visions of gypsies and
cryalal balls, bl Thai card readers
are disappainting and rather plain
in comparison with Western stereo-
lvpes,

Cards are only wsed to predic
the immediate fulure, your fale dur-
ing the next week or iwo, Before
shuMling the deck, vou make a wish
aed concenlrate on the cards. This
menfal ellorl offects ithe cards
through the hand that shuffles them,

The lace cards are laid oul in
a "myslical cross” representing va-
rious people in your life., Mumbers
represent major and minor infhienc-
ei, wealths mistresses, ambi-
tion, hale, Iravels el

You becaome the Jock af E¥im il s,
the Qucen of Hearts, the knave of
spades. There's nolhing accull about
the plain 51 card poker deck used
by Thaiastrologers and card readers

= = =most ol them have “Made
i America™ on (he ace.
Prices vary widely. You can

shuffle cards for Miftecn minules ina
small changwad and still pay only
two bahl {10¢), bul 20 bahl is abaut
average,

Besides palmists amd card
readers, Bangkok has a few crysial
ball readers in ity sisler city ol
Thon Buri; they're hard to find and
hard on the wallet (oo, The Chi-
nese communily. in' Thailand spe-
cinlizes in facial analysis pnd cha-
racler reading, (hrough the seruli-
ny of a person’s forchead, pws,
nose, cyes and walk, From ihis,
they Bell you whal kind of a cha-
racter you are aml predict vour
fulure

Called "ngou heng” in Chinese,
these iwo Fukicnese words give a
Clug o the origin of this 1ype ol
lortune lelling.

Butl i1's the astrologer who Is (ke
mosl popular forlune (eller in (he
kingdom, especially among the cdii-
caled elite. Many persons in Thai-
land  equale  asirology with the
science of astronomy and (he dis-
cipline of statisiic s

In days gone by, the Royal Court
has astrologers whosersed the king-
dom in an oficial capacity, Todas
they have lemporarily lost their
official position  within ihe Slafe,
jand gre gane from the limelighi

Kings (hemselves have heen fa-
mous aslrologers, King Rama |,
the Mirat king of Ihe Chikri Dy-
masty, which still rules teday, pre-
dicted, with the aid of asirolopy,
the change in povernmment which

1%32 moking Thaizs
monarchy = = aal
hie digl 18 150 years before the evert

The Falher of Astrokbgy 0 Thais
land is King Monkut, Kama I¥ (15
- EGE), popularly kmown in the Yeil
through  the piciure =The
King amd T."

Iy educalzd

soeurred in
n constifulional

molion
Hie was an gxiremes
mving sfodied
hislory
languwages, i he was also an g

man,
Weslern Lciences,
cellent aslrologist

ring World War I, astrolgp
repuledly plaved a rele behind L
SCEnes, 1o help pick the right mo:
for a mililary move, the b
ming of a public
and the best ollicer for Ethis of
that position

Many Thais carry o small walld
chart of the zodiac with the mage
planels and stars intheic lives s
dicated on . Below this is lisles
the hour, day, dale and year of Bhew
birth = = = |mpartant @EcOrs I8
casling @& horoscope

This horoscope shows Uhe reliing

miznl
pronouncemek

posilions al the s, moon, and st
fram each other, fram the car
gnd from (hat specific part af (he
earih they were borm in

earliest Thals @me
{ram southern Chino down 186
the peninsula, most Thai ostrokger

Since the

use the lunar, nol salar, calen far ke
their Chinese neig hbors 1o the pans

Maosl Thais arc Buddhists, 32 8
person’s vear of birlh is expresss
in Boddhist Era (B E.) Foramgmess
musl gdd 541 jo their vear ol I"”I‘

KD 1o calch U Wil IRg | han &pss
fem i Thailand, 1970 jx 130
(B.E.)

——

4 ANE CHRCRIIBRNENT uxf i)
[nen=Thai) horoscope cx-

oh complicaled and few as-
ﬂ::rﬁ mfh English. A Lypical
homope costy 30 baht (51500 and
4 [or several months or a
years Life horoscopes are difficult
o cas and consered unirusisarihy

rolegors.

hi::ﬂﬁ ::llimhh;rr: Will use cards
f confirm opinions pained by ms-
lruhlil-'ll calculations, sort ol a
duble-check. on the reading, Bt
:I.r‘ﬂ.ﬂ:l'di“l in isell s snubbed by
asirologers as less sceenlific and
lable in predicting the fulure.

ﬁill'ﬂ'l-ﬂl'ﬂn' are fortidden b the
F'I'I:I'Tlﬂ'lﬂl'ﬂ tin make prodic-
{ions  abwou| the fale of the King,
the Slate, or the government ilscll
- =gl lehsi publicly. Predichions
of disasier, earihguakes, plagucs,
ele,, are also forbidden Because
peic would spread amang Lhe many
believers in astrology in the king-
doms  Oecasionally however, poli-
ficians of rival partics will use a
reading of the stars and the “di-
ving science,” o predict disasler
fer their opponcnls

Ahhough befiel in fortune telling
waaes and wanes like the moan,
beligvers abound aml make it o
hcnalive business, even lor he
uneducaled.

Dubious seers are multiplying
pvernighl and many fkers, ama-
beurs, amd guick=bahtl artisls with a
sinnieg smile are golling on Ehe
handsagon,

Recently, he “BRangkok World™
mlled on the police to slop rov-
ing Indizn forfune tellers from fol-
Kapg deners inlo hotel restaurants

“i read their fortune while fhes

ale. The paper hlasled them as
*fakers” and “pests.”  Bul not all
elilhem are like that.

On the other end of Lhe specirin,
i proup of Rangkok [rune fellers
are delermined 0 rasse their crafl
e respeclabilily. of a science.

They are the members of the
gurer-cenlury ofd Astrologer's
association of Thailand, whose head -
guariers arc in a rambling rented
yellon hailding i the Banplaimpoo
seclion of the cify.

Sembers of the Associabion scorn
Be  roving Indian fakers because
Beir Byirological calculations arc
farely based on a scientific for-
mala or slalistic s,

Ihe @saistant cditor of the As-
walion's monihy magazine, whao
srikes wnder the pen name ol
P ANIRIL"  explained recently,
-Th." ®ork ona sy ulem of paviho-
hﬂ- "hﬂ' does LTS person wanl
L H“? Then thiy l|.'“- Yl whal
12 wank dp hear ™
I ANSIK llion Tor  ji%s part
mes litle white and oranee 1.0
andy 1o ts AM=6L member G-
Sl palmisty am it me role-
fHE Fex of Ithe roving fortund
MBEY Wlher 10 oy (he 48 hahi
TF.'!'I-' IEmBership fee of e As-
Mxation,

IThis lee enlitles members 1o Like

beginning and advanced courses in
astrology, palmisiry and numero-
oy These classcs are laughl by

the members af the governing coim-
millee al 1% Members elecl & new

pressdenl each year

aiso o correspondence
BSIr oM gEY mnd rabmisiry
who can’t allend he

There s
CUrse kN
for members
regulnr 44 hoursat the headguariers

Members lend o sel up shop ol
W% T .'|._'-|"r|h-|.'u'm,|.
They

don't display Mashy signs and sccull

home. in Eherr

and serve o regular clienlele

comeons and miny escin work "o -

ior's hours™ and hand oul name
cards hike 1y pical THil business-
FTET

Cne spokesman for the Associn-

L POl @strokogisl or pak-
Hangkok with

venlare ol

lion snid
misl in i goodd pern

uccassiul prediclions

can earn 2500 bahi of

imare (%12
per month

Lne Bairly repulable aslrologist in

Thon Buri, an ol belél=nul chew-
g lady whose fiher was a rovol
coalrl aslraologer when she was a
litkle girl, has a conslant slream

of visilors seeking her advice. Men
dressed i while shirt and Lie and
ROMCH “CArimng « |‘|I|_ suills and Max
Fackoi I||L|‘l|' chow up regulariy
al Rer vl hiouse on Ihe Klong
she receives them bare=breasicd.
wilh o gracious warm smile. sii
ling in & carner on her bedroom
Moor and works her still lineers
iCross a4 green chalk slafe scrihbl
Ing Nigures Ll o all becomes clear
Ihen she looks up, chuckles il
ol the Beele]l piice and te bl & v o 3 o
lale Al M bahl [ 5 A1
could make scyveral hundeed Bahi v
dady, and oven mori 1| she were
BErecdy o unscrugmlous il &k

15l and you o away Ieeling yvou ve

mel some sorl of 4 guainl. asiro-
IoFCal saent
aslrologists and palmisls like her
command respecl in IThal socicty and
high ranking PErsons 1npovernmenl,
militiary and business circles seek

Iheir mdvici

| heir A lArics O e .|.||‘_.' I -
vorably wilh pay scales for olher
prolessions of &2 m = "apEamndi i
alure % Ieacher 1} 1M Thai
cducalional aysterm, with am MA
i s lichd, carms less tham e

iaPlune Ieller, For charisma counls
as% much as educalicn in the Meld &1
thie occull

The Assocwalion has sisnd A C O =
millees réscarching Arcas | BN=

Lo g4 palmislrs numeErolopy,
od &Y¥en irvoyance, Hiil ESP,
PEVCNOEST %, EhGsl | maLhy,
ammunicalion s il the | il

[continued on Page 29)
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:pl.l:n]lr ol
s .I:-!F measure
' u, er‘ulug}

righl. Fear
'iailr worries
vice and com-
Right or
Iﬁ,f:p:.ah o some-
: has the answers.
of the future
and ambiguous,
heir valuc and

ﬁ map” which
ﬁ‘ﬂkﬂi the di-

'fm'i- haroscope and
e fareknowledge of
pnrlunille.'.. Bul
g way that will

sort of accuracy
Id. have, Akara

il |11_l_'.-|:1l:-|:ml'..*+ A p:r-
tienis dic, a percen-
“your best doclor
11 his patients, nordiag-

;ll.ﬁnt B0 per cent
; r}g_:.gmd and accep-
h
e lﬁl! percentage of
e in astrology in

u 90 per cent,

¢s with a grin, “but
r comes the first
cak a peck al the
Even il they don'i

Believe me, when they
d. oF in trouble, they
for help.™

hiais visil fortune tel-
on things like age,
,ruln..

MI's like seeing a
o fo the doclor when
hen you nced help.
k you don’t have o
- It is the same
Ber- -you should go
need arises, as

hool 1 wchers,  army
politic an u"buﬂncumen,

'h.
Sl
b =

Fice larmeérs. S@ACr-crossed overs,
housewives,

Interestingly enough, Thai women
visit forlune tellers for the same
reason that American women wrile
Anne Landers. The problems of
love, marrage and Gimily concer
them most. Unlike the men, women
in Thailand can'l drink or go oul on
e town when troubles bother the m.
It is socially wnacceplable,  Bul
they can wvisit o sympathetic for-
lune teller, oflen a woman, and
pour oul their troubles (o her.

Thai men want adyvice about their
pobs, chances of advancemenl, re-
lations with their boss, the
possibilitics ol success or failure
in a new business venlure, or just
a good loltery number.

Young kids come looking foradvice
on love affairs, possible marriage
spouses, and the resulis of their
entrance examination lo Chulalong=
korn University.

From Oclober 1967 lo Oclober
168 Akara wrole 8 column,People
flooded him  with problems aboul
nagging wives, debts, bad luck, de-

linguent kids and upcoming trips:

they included their hour, day, date,
month and vear of birth and Akara
cast their horoscope and lel them
know il their luck was aboul lo
change. The column was a great
success bul the volume of mail and
the work of casting a horoscope
coupled with the necessily o write
in a language nol native Lo him,
caused him fo disconlinue il

He received letters from places
as far away as the United Sales,
Canada, England and Austria, as
well as closer places like Japan.

Put  answering cnguiries from
other counlries creales uncxpecled
diflicultics.

Despite  these problems, Akara
tells that even though no detailed
horoscope canbe givenwithoul know -
ledge of the local customs, the
principal outlines will be valid for
anyone anywhere born under a given
set of stars al a given moment.

The old astrologers in Thailand
are nol happy with the “new breed”™
astrologers. Akara seeks scienli-
fic verification for his predictions,
He also combines okl symbaols to
make modern predichions.

For example, he combines the
symbol of Saturn (wood) with the
symbal of Mars (power) and when
both symbols occur under the sign
of waler, he comes up with “mo-
orboal.™

In striving for an asirology bas-
ed on reason and statistics, Akara
[s Llrving o make asirology maore
precise and accurale. OWer as-
trologers are conlenl lo say, for
example, that a new job is in the
fulure for the client,  Bul Akara
wanls Lo be niore specific; the new
pob will be in privale business, nol
in the government, will be with an
import - export company, and
the clienl will be dealing in silks.

“H owe're laey,” he savs, leaning
back in his choir, *we will never
mave ahead, we will slay where
we are lor vears, for elernily.
That is nol pood,”

The relationship belween the oc-
cult science and the Slale religion
of Budohism professed by 93 per
cenl of the people, is ill-defined on
the popular level.

Buddhism  officially [rowns on
spirit  warship, ghmhl, wilcherafl
and other extreme manifestations of
the occull,

Astrology is also suspecled by
sirict monkss Buddhist scriplures
record the Lord Buddha's advice Lo
his disciples, “Let him abstain from
sloth, deceil, frivolity, sport, le-
chery, adornment. Lelhim nolwork
the spells of the Atharva Yeda, nor
interpret dreams and omens, nor
praclice astrology. Let not my dis-
ciples make predictions from the

cries of birds."”

While Buddha acknowledged the
existence of paranormal phenomena,
he did not regard them as having
pasitive value and discouraged their
use.

The BRAHMAJALA SUTTA gives
an even more delailed list of the
numerous arts of magic, flortune
telling and palmistry which should be
shunned by o Buddhist monk,

Bul despite these words of warn-
ing. interpretations differ. Cons-
equently hundreds ol monk s dostudy,
practice and believe in the aris of
astrology, palmisiey  and spiri-
healing, and make predictions aboul
the future for the lails

Many high-ranking monks in the
Auddhist higrarchy are Famous o5-
trologers and palmists.

Traditional Thai beliefs about the
cosmos are derived from ancient
Indian sources and taken primarily
from the Cambodians, Among them
s the importdnt beliel thal mankind
is consfantly influenced by forcces
which emanate from the stars and
plancts and which canproduce either
prosperily or havoc,

It is necessary, therefore, thal
individunls and especially the State
harmony with these asiral
forces.  Individuals should follow
the signs offercd by astrology,
keep an exe on lucky and unlucks
doy s, and observe many olher rules,

In modern Thai sociels this hars=
many  between the individual and the
casmos s still sought through the

acl

use ol astrology .,

In Thailand, the fimimg lor mans
importanl occasions = housewarms-
ings, marriages and cremalions =I5
rarely sel withoul consulting an as-
trologer or a monk who will make
lunar calculations to ensure an aus-
picbou s dale,

Calendars are full of lucky and
unlucky dales. Tuesdays in Novem-
ber, March and July are unlucky
for starting an important updertak-
mg.  Bul the thirteenth, fourtcenth
and filteenth of every lunar month

gre UKy Or QEspiciods. o alieal L=
ligious ceremonies are held on the
cighth and fillcenth days of the
waving moon, the day of the full
moan, or the cighth and Tifcenth
dayvs of the waning moon.

Lucky wnd unlucky days arc nol
aciually part of Buddhisl leachings
bl the monks in small villages are
olten asked o predicl good days far
marriages, elc., by Their people
who relain many animistic beligfs.
The monks lurn lo astrology 1o
supply the demand.

Streel vendors sell lucky medals bo
hang arcund their neck. Inside &
little case on a chain is an Image
ol Buddha or a lamous holy man.

The medals: profect Lhe wearer
from all sorls of misforfune, from
bullets to poverty. For 5,000 bahl
vou can gel a medal that will protect
you from going broke-if you can af-
fard il.

Evervone wanls a genuine * Luang
Poh Tuod" medal. It reputedly
stops bullets and knives with its
power. (1" sthe best insurance mancy
can buy, and the price-a mere 34U,
000 bahl. One manoffered the owner
of o “Lusng Poh Tuod"™ medal o new
Mercedes sedan for il bul was re-
fused.

A student at Chulabongkorn L
told me the story of a young man
who owned a “Luang Poh Tuod”
miedal and was silacked in a res=-
taurant by his eénemy. The man
pulled @ gun and emplied the barrel
vouth from a distance ol
ihree melers. The boy came oul
unscratched, « The studenl sawl he
was an eye witness lo the incident.
From (hat day on he has been
looking for a “Luang Moh Tuod™ me-
dal (oo

Take o look al the door lo your

o Lhe

room nesl lime sou sign inlo o
Hotel Ti Bangkok. The six
white dots painted in a pyramid

protect the room from evil spirils
ol the nmights Molhers pul gold
and silver rings around the ankles
of their babies to prolect them from
Spirins.

In small rural villages an al-
mosphere and fecling for the o cull
is slill possible, pindi slurksed by mo=
dern skepticism.  Animistic beliels
are overlaid with a thin patina of
Buddhism and hexes, wilches, in-
cantations, and ghouls abound.

Many people still practice spiril
worship in Thailandand Laos. Ghosts
and guardian spirits arca real pari

of the psychological landscape.
Spirits walch over gardens, rices
ficlds and wats. The Rice geddess

receives offering when the secdbed
is  prepared and when the harvesl

in due,
In the central region of Thai=
land a small spirit duelling is fixed

(continued on Page 33)
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(continued from Page 29)

on 8 F:'!" in the campound of mosl
Showses,  The villagers offer food,
_'hﬂn::-, and candles (o the “pra
m” or #spirils™ ol the place on
New Year s and on other special
A Mosl small villages have a
J_m:m] gprove wilh a village shrine
fere the ancestral spirits live
gic good spirils prodect the vil -
i..;r_a.. fram illness, fhosis,  and
dhor gvil spirsls wha want (o harm
SR villagers
' Werk [arpe lrees hartar powerlial
apirins like J.R.R. lolkem senchan
ol foresl in & e Hobhil .
T miany of us,
S The quneles ol southern Thatland
are sanl Lo be lilled wilh
s, wercligers, and will=o"=ihe
LT iR
& A fthaugh e
sgtek s [Odiscredit beliel spirits aml
_;;I'uw:'. o hear wilcherall cascs
the law coorts, mosl TErmers
rently still” partialls believe in
'_ i Judging fram e popularits
astrobopy in the United Shiles
| Lthe boy olTice success |,|F such
ILIflii'b,:\» a5 “Rosemars's Biby,” per-
bjh Americans still partially be-
Neve in them too.

Rather than sceing themschves as
4 ihreatencd prafession of @ pre-
uientiNc age, the Thai astrologers
a palmisis look wpon the West
#an ignorant child, pstdiscovering
e world of wisdom thal lics one
dep bevond empiricdl science
CThey make no apologics lor their
belicls and are confident in their
prsuil of Lhe “accult.”

As sacience retreats from the wl-
Mlimale questions of human concern
o tinker with fechnolopy, the as-
Blrologers. palmisis and wizards ol
¢ respectable occult are moying in.

For here we are, modern men,
wrrounded by the knowledpe of
Sersthing from the moon to can
BEners, sel puzzled, perplesed and
Uappy hecause can opencrs, orihe
moon isn’'t really where il°s at.

I's to be found in the sense ol
the mythological, ihe spiritual and
e extra-sensory workd bevand, a
Mnie [hat has never disappeared-
In e East, ®
e
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