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Prelace:

The black, dead planel carth
wlich vou see oul vour school
prarthole wias once a brighl
hlie and white color. The
Iowds ol Black prascs Cover-
IE ol mow are the resull ol
uncontrolled pollution which
prew unchecked all over the
globe in Lhe late (wenlielh
cemlury  aiid  early lwenly-
st

I he |.H|-.'.nu_-.- document,
[ inanurban megalopolis
in the Soulheast Asiogn region
called Bangkok, pives us an
insighl inlo how suchadisas-
ler could come aboul withoul
men LEy g o stop il

Cur ancestors were looli sk
wople. 1L look several disas-
lers like Bangkok (old cilics
like Mew York, Tokyo, Chi=
cago also had (o be abandoned
durimg the late 1980°5) before
they bepan o fghl Lhe peril,
But by then L was loo lale.

Fhe author describes se-
veral things which most stu-
dents have never scen, such
a8 “lree”™ (o beautiful tall
plant thal does nol prow on
the moon, unfortunatelyy and
“lralfic policeman” (a go-
vernmenl allicial assigned Lo
cupedite the movement of pe-
Iraleum Birning vichicles
witich emitled o polsonois
pas called carbon monoxide)

e author himsell’ died
in the Banekok Disgsieg il
15EL)

A linal historical nole: af-
ler the disasternpovernmend
panel convencd in the then
Felalively arpolluled air ol a

marihern cilty ol Chiengimai

inidl w0 2 Uy ECYEFal mior

il ol e “unle=pillilaon

Bl I Tmiled 1 5% hii=
I ¥

Ve ecause by then moasl

govermmem depulies had vil
a% in the counley and refused
Loy mlioCale oy funds

H-.ll.l'l-l k PR Ry ey
ibdndancd for pood  eighl

vears later. in IWsEx
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n scene during the B
ned. Finall
¥.
I leit
Wark
al § 0%
clock wilh miy f
in the engi
ne. Hehind
d i, morec
Ars |

.hm'!nli Iy ing ™
Without masks al moraing
asphyniated of breeze, Tl ame withoul a bre
oS in Bangkok had faclory 1|;L-k.1= palluflen from :'I'Ih gas mask on
ot and ey roamed the before wasn'l 'hh;Jfﬁlll:-J ihe "Iph: mysell lo -||_:|Ih i mental mofe |
. M choking. 1“'I the air above I:Il away,. I hung weekend) and ﬁllht the filler th|<l.:l piled up
UK live in Bangk srown, |ow e cliy - sireel, ¢ I'-I"r'd:d i R Mhan B :
I lhird il v b ok, ""'“-h clouds al I"'HI'I. I auldn*l bel ito Ehe A Wir "k'l"'lll.:.;|
re. I ying through h the normal yelio it, mixing . | it aleil a G - at 6:00 p.m iwo red alerts
% wis sad, really. IME:alr wat, i “ alerl haze ines of slalle: dark as night The announcer
l1t|:l1. d k.lrlH wredibly i . ched F rj. vl E du ronthe r
id nothing. 2 of sulphur fur foul, ree- i ek dawn the g cars sirel- ced the Depuly Dire endin’ (ntro:
fo mosl al ther _":'rl'l1l1r: carbo nes and  carly could see streel ms far s Enviranmeil jrecior af the
o the cod s It fi Mo ] oL B Lamm
’ airy. Although i e week before il vide pollullon p fren, the lin d wilh molorists Illl.ll.'l:' who plead=
nmhﬂlﬁlcapjmln[ alerts had sprea e paltern of red g snnl's pace e WA moying enpines il they we o lurn off {heir
gy selupa ™ (6 remove ad. The . switched o and molo L and use ere in alraf
. pa summer nove by lo police had ed on the torists had & their per efic jam
u“' !l'ﬂl' iI'I {'h one '.'l||;|r rce |||h.].|‘| cul ”'r' 3 ir IIHIH'\ | There was BTk ral R T
IR T &AFEd m itanls of \-:I.Ii-'h the 5 2 LIy ||'|E o “ S 0 Ix ”.l:'l i sk & |
'.“mt hack. when the red near the Amex pl | couldn't s Mog of pnic in his y controlled nole |
| . . i 1 i ¥
officials of high rank 16 hours alerl there | i in front of ce more (han 0 Al Lhrot olce
i ne B 4 lanied i ke M feet bt gph the evening
) ivie in Bang- v 9 3.m ; el CAriE aled. AnRgr g the Tus-
Lo rEsl  WET E mormn yoalerday lights ic a3 hell wal cut th gry wail of pal 1
i |_1.|.|1,|j [ lower : ing Lralfic had the normal beaming thr 1 I hose car Fough the smog wce sirens
5 clerks i aler ad Causc clowds of g augh th darkncs ag and
; y  withowt in four pla 18 yellow of gos and pe ¢ swirling 5 Bul the gathering
1{- I maney enough o buy =arliesl ever r BCEs | T T sidewalks appe pedesirians on |I'|: ..l-ulq.ll,-|_ advEnee 8 Hll- molice Cal
pler upcountry. ; The ar ccarded i L caring and ' nstead ol either
MLl : Areas 1} ne e ¢ lhe vapor wanighin ihe : Wl gelting oail
b 'H'lurn'rl;ll“ I'.'-']pcﬂ an grh]'”_l and [ rJLLI'--\Jr l'1|:'||'lllr I "Illl.'\"_. it F . | |'|l| .-C-.||||I'Fi |I|_I'|Ir.1.|'||-._| lll‘hl_ll-, I.II l“l:l.l '..IllIIl'-
!'lﬂ_.-' 4 Wwr :FII:I_a d SMa |1|- 1 I',||-|L.| HJ : i wo mal ang Enned o helr hesrole |
o fhe possibility of nd warn near M ; 2) On iolorists ‘nad sl i on the siren. T e
il R an “accident” stakion; 3 sl ampong angd wer ad lell the arisis beg he lings
el + 1) Al Dem pang R ¢ mrEuing eir c epan bo ho af
I | Wmil:::“ ‘had expericnced 4) at the I||1| Ir:h'llI OE Ay .'i-!-|||||r||L|H Bath had ga L.H AL 'IIIJH I::.l iLwas am |.1|I|-[r:I RKAI]- L EY
L CFSEL =ni A a% masks | J : !
K THE : im:"“?""'h‘fh"nuld g Larn Lugn .LL; an ol Il.-|_|.|‘“. hoving each 1ok on, pushing and .“'”“.I n ihe -'fl-.'r; |
| DOCUMENT b0 the clly. venth [kay Ad g 5. where the 5 ; tense (her. Everyone L. i .MF"'" had fMed (o tF oon, o 10% 0 ]
| Sst. April 14, 19 ~ 1 sed of atmospheric cir By 11:30 I;"-'ll||-.1 Hospital = q " III| ail the disaster I'I"I"l'""'-ll.' house:
] . 1980 ore oocurred i ,: ] & road ! dl | ed alerts 111 il and wi |
{ As | wrile the L 4t e frequent, Bul th o al the same !f'i:ﬂc.,] de were slill oLl lerts continued to g A i walch o |
| | can barely | iese last few word ITlmth'"ﬁ' £ gOYErnment , I likely, but certainly Mhen someh I o ahhtl By 1l p.m. hordos: o
! : or : e R gw the he: & all ove 5 of i 3
red and au.;.,;r"'”"'-'- My eves .t:' ; r:"-" around 1973 so “m“r level. Bangkok ell, be refused to predict NING traffic ja he narmal MOR u,_.l' ;""" plates on my i "I' Ir Hanghok left 1::“ 'I‘;'I.'h'ra
I focus il . e Mois o alc prled sell 5 me merch city ol § ok had g . MErge am qusl see - e Beginning | W gas mask nd added even e lhealgrs |
rerm on i ifcull o ma ekl USAr ani s Th 5 million b grownlo . Ths, o0 Feh 1 e inlo the n eemeqd lo | slop g 1o fog up ¢rush more cars
it 1% pagc L sks. The Iy 'i.|“-r| ¢ Healih v then woild o N o A 16 1his % fic tar ormal MOK slopped [or a &c o Lhe
j side my wi " ik ey caugl Us gas - Ministr d orger o Wi gar, they am 2N Lral- ihe i RECON on P
e Wi ghl on comple istry the 1 simuitansou ¥ 3l ic mask md mnd re i Pyatha
8 FTIO irmdow, | @ viendors quickly w plex bt opposed discharee smokesiack 3 red al People ia elean | cmaved i R, pist
| drilting an see the near who had y with veloe the Mi d the ged and cle chs bo be arca atkcrs going oul The I an the glass faywee ( parth of Racha
' a & low & ear the ove ad to st oed the nislry s Eh cleaned R 5. Bom ul bo lung irst breath i ircle miha -
h:mf'l"cd s m"- around Lhe lighl ||I-|L|J -f:-. erpass neat Inl ':-]ﬁll- day Nitiio e ohieclions r‘;r Trade .Fr‘_”“'l ihe ugly hb_hﬂ'";: Bl nighl _-.ﬁ_ﬂ‘rmum[nmt trum'_"mﬂ'lﬁr-its. T:f{'l" who were ‘hII:ILII med the | choked -|a~.r I‘" ¢ nearly killed me ihe old .\llk-“:' @ car coming oul of
!| walch s & sireelbe T N i to b 1w red E much Ere wa s «a el diu ck chuds (he "-“I.'hml - C jam for & el o w i irving | - nearly vomited | & Llst cinema lrie '
savs 7T & low and bu reathe : o the MOEy s 1 ] luring the | : I‘-'-"'1II:r 2 ork Ex ] irning ik el My EVE Llurn hack i jed o mak
15 y fume th , e pove in Lthe de ange : ia unsna WEer ira B ; i s VES Kk In ¢
cl bp bul il Barely a.m, The sun Gias imes during the r e truck lic Relz sernment through e denl, i ger be scen by cil y Wik -'-.mt“":'t arownd in A 1 e polipemen acid in them someone had throw Holel rwards the Florid
Eh“'-": ol polson 1 penelrates Lhe then masks weren'l C ushhour vision ':_I':"""'- and Info ghthe Pub- -;,:r in the marning IZENS [ONE 8 HIH malorisis o hm"' masks 'I'Ir-lllml- gol worie I slipped (I . Before he d
ty foo nonoxide omipuls 1 slaried riatio Sill, you : ey v shut off e d ke mask could alip -
i - . oy _ (L n h- s ou coul § whi - their By % face hack : ry mi b i
I.am dmﬂ:ﬁdl‘lrﬂh..-n_ g g Then the traffic pol !-.“-w- COmman F"n'-.-.;.;”“m jen Lo educals ram plaa ¢ nl_|;] '.r:lu,-ll [b== Ihaland :-Iﬁ“:: they idled in line, but Komide i u:'; Incredibly bl 3 II:-.L.-;“".'"'": antie il OVEr MY i 'h orlils closed Lhe "ul; |r.u|1.g-_ |
know h ed. | wanl e L wearing th Cpalicemen st progress.” 3 ¢ to the benefits o begun 10 T ¢ bus comp ' Their : ; and le 3 lhe warn 2 y pockel was a m blocking tha e ICAYIRE '
aw 1l avervone Lo A m siarted pea :."-"]“{‘-Fl wefilsal o omin il o anecy had H I-Il wﬂr EMPErS fl 1 Sedfon dig. | ! & transisl dire 1@ lane
; g i - . B th dic H iers .y Whre ared awilched or Ta-= clion. going the
monoxid is lo die lot of m red m‘-lllnudu the carly T 1 esel fuel m conditio are on as the it on lo se calher
C R of carbor ROV E erchants In the | ap- . ' s, Spoiled = elin ealy when ners - ARpEry hours government see whal il Moare gl
My fa SO N, 1 & Frimeni ., and 50 ast Mve wils chieape iled “nam 3 i the car iried to , irritated d : i was domn - s hroke |
1 ther | ti ; olMicial ame really * Ive v caper thar plaa rm]:“ CngIne edge ahe rivers mews o L g. lhe | ; pelling e ol Pe |
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Is. Bul rees, parks Kist m. Pallutio of g ungl ind. Theskvli 5 S way pasd | . many had phy - ile the car cdge ere as a clllze gns. Dnce ihe running ol
WS YOUn that was : iness. n was pood . e of smok skyline was S0 the gove Wil [hem, no pas mask SENSOrS rbon  monoxid T It iars wey did, their ol
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DYING BANGKOK
(continued from Page 11)

Night came. The dim grey after-

noon just melted into blackness,
You couldn't see the street Signs.

Landmarks vanished in the SMog.
No one knew the way oul. People
started dropping ofT to sleep, their
masks overloaded, filters black with
dirt. They never woke up.

Rescue work al night was a night -
mire as panic gripped one crowd of
motorists after another. Everyone
was shoving and clawing and fight-
ing lowards what he thought was
the way out of the city,

Motorcyclists still had the best
chance of making il throughthe traf-

fic jams. Bul as things got worse,

!hu crowds gol uglier. They started
Mmping motorcyclists,

Guns appeared from glove compari-

ments and molorcyclists were shot
i Killed for their hikes. People
wenl crazy wilh fear

Memorial Bridge was the scene of
wild disorder. Through the narrow
streels of Lhe Chinese section, along
Mahachai, Chakkrapech and Jawaraj
Roads, cars, trucks and buses s]ow-
Iy advanced on the bridge which
acled like a funnel, squeezing the
flood of cars into a trickle before
letting them pour oul into Thon Bu-
ri.

But Thon Buri was no ESCEDE,
Every area bordering the Chao Phyva
River was on red alert. The first
relief area was a vellow alert am.
phoe fully 22 kilometers oulside Lhe

cily.

Bul the radio announced (hai it
too had been reclassified red.

Like an ink stain on a blotier

the disasler spread across the face
of the city. The air was horrible.
Where | was, on Pelchburi Rd..
near the Melro Theater, molorists
had been waiting five hours on full
red alert before people began to
realize Lthal no one was going to
come and save them

Panic reached epidemic propor-
Lions.

One car was ramming a stallcd
“rot-tuk-tuk,” trying to drive il
out of the way,

| was packed in a crowd of Nec-

ing peoplc, shoulder (o shoulder.
Occasionally we would stumble over
some poor devil Iyving dead on the
sidewalk. Old people died quick
The minules ticked away,
= | was [rightened of losing my mask
I pratected it with my arms fo keep
someone Trom Knoocking il of]
My radio continued to blare away,
giving useless instruciions

Even inside the lusury holels like
the Siam and ihe Rama=Hiltom, air
purifiers were being tased o fhe

and smog are

-

breaking point. Lobbies were choked
Wwith motorists Neeing on fool from
stalled vehicles

There was a limit to the air avai-
lable. Managers had begun locking
their doors. Too many people in a
crowded. space, Like m submarine
trapped on the foor of the ocean
Soon the air is used up.

Bul the crowds oulside broke (he

doors down. The hotel staff drove
them back with gunfire., and bar-
ricaded the doors wilth chairs and
desks,

People were screaming “Air™
HAIr
Suddenly 1  heard shouline and

screaming behind me.

A car had jumped the curb and was
pushing ils way down the sidewalk,
trying to advance in line.

People were being crushed todeath,
The mob of people began (o push
and shove Lo escape the car.

I Tound a niche in the streel and
pressed my body against the wall
but my ool pot caught in a tangle
of legs and feet.

seconds later 1 felt a sharp pain
sear through my ankle and the car
wheel rolled over my foot.

| knew it was broken.

The pain was incredible, 1| got
up and limped a little fariher, then
collapsed on the pavement and PRS-
ed oul.

| awoke to someone tugging on my
gas mask. A man dressed ina gas
mask wilh a baby in his arms was
irying o get it away from me
The baby had no mask. He proba-
bly thought | was dead. When |
jerked awake he seemed surprised.
For a second our eves mel

He held up the baby, pleading for
the mask,

Poor man. The baby was alreads
dead. He was crazy.

I passed oul lwo or three more
Limes with the pain Eill [nally |
found an open door along the sireel
dand crawled inside, away from the
mh.

| Tound the light switch and pushed
the bullon

Molhing happened. No light

I tried again =

Naothing

[,

Then | looked up al the eiling, The
lighl was so dim you could barely
see I I had been on all the time.

The room was (illed with SO
I lay on the bed and cried
Around midnight 1. switched (he

radio on again

The announcer was saying thal the
whole city was under red alerl Iz
government had ordered all citirens

to leave the city, “lor health ria-

sons.” They didn’t say how. They
never do

I is B a.m. now. There's g pale
Ercy light oul on the streel, Fumes

drifting around the
rows and rows of abandoned ¢ ars ol
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there.

Bangkok is a gas chamber.

I cannol get out. My liller is
saturated. It is only a maiter ol
minutes now, Already lam breathing
In gulps, and getling almosl nothing,
I'will have lo take it off 5000, helore

it is iolally Clogped Perhp,l-

- ) I
last three minules in I:hu:.in| .
the mask I

What foalg We Were (g Hirk

Progress was so Imperiant, Ay
wanl...If only I coulg

h-il'-:'.{r.: |
«hreath o

clean., air ®
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CONVENTENT.

MOST MEMBERSHIP CARDS ARE FOR SPENDING.
THIS CARD CAN HELP YOUR MONEY GROW !!!

ENJOY PERSONALIZED SERVICE IN A RELAXED
CLUB LIKE ATMOSPHERE.

FACILITIES AT YOUR DISPOSAL INCLUDE:

DELUXE LOUNGE AND READING ROOM
INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENT INFORMATION
COMPREHENSIVE REFERENCE LIBRARY
TELEX COMMUNICATIONS

MONTHLY MEWSLETTER
RESEARCH STAFF AND AMALYST!

IF YOU'RE TIRED OF AGGRESSIVE ACCOUNT BXE
GUTIVES JOIN US NOW ... IT'S EASY T0 DO AND

THERE 1S NO OTHER OBLIGATION OF J'-.N'IL KIND.
COME AND SEE FOR YOURSELF OR CALL n?lﬂﬂ.__J.




