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ME lrucks roar along Highway
(1% in North Yietnam pasl Dien

{68 Phu, heading for Laos,

Bedriver of the big, 10 wheeled
Kk shifls gears and nudges his

el man sitling up front in the

fab el fo him.

Dien Bien Phu.

glhe words of Bernard Fall,
_.3- pulhar-eapert who wrole

il in & Very Small Place: The
g8 of Dien Bien Phu": “Al

330local time, on May 8, 1954,

lilnl guns fell silent at Dien
8 Pl after a desperate bayonet
M of the Algerian and Foreign
eion garrison of strongpoint "l sa -

e had been smothered by the
e mmbers of he viclorious
IHinh. and the war that had
el Righlt years was almost

5 than three months after their
iing defeal here at Dien Bien
oy Ibe brillianl stratepist Yo
fen Giap, the French surrender-
f0 the Vielnamese and the Firs
BChing war ended.

.-‘J.I ek of the truck, three
ERre ol (he NVA 112th divi-
iy IEhing a ride to Laos share
: e and stare out at the
ST mountains.

*; SUIN daylight, late in the
s, With 10 kilometers (o go

e bl e L

before they reach Phong Saly and
the Laotian border
The 15 truck
searching Lthe sky lor planes. Since
the American |:-:l|'|||'l|||p! hall ower
Morth Vielnam in 1968 the (rij
glong the North Vielnamese seclion
af Highway 1%
Bul the Ameéricans might starl again
any day

Mo one wants lo (hink aboul the
night ahead. The trucks will enler
Laos and the bombs will slart o
drop

The driver of the lead truck sticks
his head out the window . T he evening
breeze cools his face

The same evening, 200 kilomelers
goulhesst of Dien Rien Phu, another
convoy is approaching the Laolian
border

40 trucks, wilh rockels,
grenades, and (housands of rounds
of 50 caliber -ammunition, grind
throughthe village of Mouang >¢n on
their way (o Xicng Khouang province
in Laos

convay 15 nol

|5 @bhmost |l||..: LAl

||:-.||||.'||

The ammunition 18 destined for Lhe
Plain des Jarres where a combaned
Palhel Lac-Morth Yielramese army
is bent on revenging their deleal al
(he hands of General Yang Pao’s
CIA supporied and directed Armec
Clandesline,

Three months earlier the Armec

Clandesting with close air support
from Royal and United
Slales Air Force bombers drove
them off the Plain

Mow they're going o take il back
The two convoys, one al Dien Bien

Laotian

Pha, the olher al Mouang Sen, cross
{he unmarked border inlo Northern
Laos as the sun sinks in the wesl
Even luriher the Mua
Gia pass, defended wilth radar-con-
trolled S5Tmm anti-aircrall guns,
hundreds of Chinese and Russian
bt brucks are snaking along High-
wabs 111 and 112 lowards Tchepone
Before they slart the run through
soulhern Laos down o Cambodia
and South Yietnam they check equip-
ment

1 ach Lruck

souith. Al

carries, besides sup-

plies, a complele ‘sel of tools for
the trip: axes for felling lrees,
wrenches for Mlixing Mats, and

shovels for Dilling in bomb cralers
& night on the Ho Chi Minh Trail
DEgIns

||||_' Ho Chi
longer a “trainl.”
a muddy foolpath wandering through
ithe Laotian loday
complete highway sysicm
W0 vears ago, during World War

Minh Trail 1§ no
“Trail” implies

junple it"s a

I, it was @& frail. Nothing bul
animal tracks windirng along the
Anmamite  Mounlain  cham  hal

divides the two Vietnams from Laos
and Cambcdia

By 1954 seclions of the mountain
trail had become somewhal sophis-
ticated. In the war with the French
the Viel Minh had to rely
plying their troops in the mountains
by road. The French relied on air-
|I||-||_~\. Ior supplics

Al Dien Bien Phu the Yielnamese
were able (o supply four Yiel Minh
truck | i French
didn'l believe the

on sup-=

divisions by
High Commiand

Viel Minh could build Lhe roads
needed o supply such a siege
They were wrong. IThey greatly

undereslimated the determination
ol their encmy

Between Lthe defeat of the French
amel e coming of Lhe Americans
ihe Ho Chi Minh Trail was Inthle
improved

Elections leadin g lo the reunilica=
tion of both YVielnms were schedul =
ed for 1956, The North Yielname se

fully expecled too win, There would
e no need for a Ho Chi Minh Trail
because there would be mo war
They wollld control & uniled Yiel=
TELIT]

Election Lkay never came A
inslecad of one Yietnam there re-
mained iwo Yietmams, mutuzlly

hostile regimes
In the South Mego Dhnh Diem look
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control, - backed by an alarmed
United Slates whose Sccretary of
States John Fosler Dulles, chiel
archilect of American foreign po-
licy. during the Eisenhower years,
had nightmares of “falling domi-
s,

A civil war lurned into an inler=
national showdown  belbeen the
*Free  World”™ and  Internalional
Communism.

The Second Indochina War began.

By 1960 the MNorth Vielinamese
realized  thal the United  Stales,
even under newly -cleciedPresident
Kennedy, was going Lo prevent ihe
unification of Yielmm -- with mili-
lary force il necessary.

South Vietnam, with American aid
and “adwisers,” furned lo ihe job
of crushing the Yiel Cong, soulher-
ners sympalhetic (o the MNorth.

Diem closed the border to siop
North Vietnamese supplics from
reaching the rebels.

The Ho Chi Minh Trail became Lhe
key 1o viclory, the all imporiani
supply lineto Viel Cong troops fight-
ing the Diem regime decp in the
Mekong delta,

The Norih Vielnamese hroadened
the Ha Chi Minh Trail,improved the
enisling roads, widened them to 15-
30 feel, surfuced them with some-
thing more permanent [han mud and
pravel to Like the weight of heavy
trucks and jeoeps.

The United States, with intelligence
reports from Green Berel forces
roarming the Lrail area, walched the
transformation of the Ho Chi Minh
Trail into o highway.

Meanwhile, covering their Mank in
the morth, the Morth Yielnamese
improved the old French coloial
road sysiem linking Norih Yielnam
and northern Luos.

Major improvements were made on
Roule Coloaiale T. A reminder ol the
days when Laps, Cambodia aml
Yietnam were one unified terrilory
of French Indochina, Highway T
runs from the city of Yioh on the
coasl of North Vielnam, crosses
the mountaing into  the Loaolion
province of Xiang Khouang, passes
through the town of Phong Savan,
and links up with Laotian Roule 13
below Lhe ancient capiial of Luang
Prabang.

The road system on Lthe Plain des
Jarres, a major battlefield in
central Laos, comprising Houles
4, 5, aml 6, were improved oo,

By 1961 the unforiunsle nalion of
Laps had become 8 pawn of the
bigger Vielnam war,

It was splil inlo three warring
factions -- the rightists, backed by

the US. Central  Intelligence
Agency; the neulralisis. backed by
the LS, Department of Stale; and
the leftists, supported by Norih
Vietnam.

Tl'll'.' I"aihrl L.I:Iﬂ-. |.|:'II h}' F‘rmc:
Souphanouvong, continued toconlrol
the two northern Lasdian provinces
of Phong Saly and Sam Meoa,

On paper, both (he United Siales
and the Norih Yielnamescogreed (o-
Slay out of @ neulral Laos:

Mellhér one did.

The North Vielmmese conbinued
o use the Ho Chi Minh Trail (o
supply the Yiel Cong rebels in Soulh
Yietnam amd the Pathel Lao Lroops
af Prince Souphancuvong. .

Because the Morth Vielnamese
continued to deny they were using
the Trail the Americans denied they
wire bombing it

However, in relurn for massive
military and Nnancial aid o Laos
ithe Yienliane gpovernmenl had per-
mitled the Linited Siates (obomb the
Trail.

Shortly alter (ke Geneva Agrec-
ment of 1962 was signed the Linited
Stales began “armed reconnais-
sance” missions over the Ho Chi
Minh Trail -- a euphémism lor
“"hombing sirikes.”

In 1964, after the “Gull of Ton-
kin" incident, “the Unifed Slales
slaried bombing Norlh Yietnam.,

The highway system inMarth ¥iel-
nam, which runs alongcoasial jow-
land rice ficlds, wos an casy largel
for American jels.

Out im lhe open, bruck consvoys
heading [or South ¥ielnam were an
casy mark, There was mo place lo
hide,

But the Ho Chi Minh Trail, wind-
ing Qhrough [orested mouniams
inder adenie cover of pingle ollered
the Yietnamese ncamoullaged route
where trucks and soldiers are hard
fo see, casy lohide, and evenharder
to hit.

In ane of the most delermincd and
remarkable efforls of the ¥icinam
war. Lhe Ho Chi Minh Trail came
from nothing bul foolpaths amd irails
io o complete highway netsork in
(o yesirs.

From 1964 - 1968 the YVietnamese
buill roads ot the rafe of | mile a
day -- underheavy Americanbomb-
ing.

As Lhe Ho Chi Minh Trail spread
wesl through Morthern Laos and
south down the spincof the Annamile
Chain, $0 did the Morth Yielnamese

iroops.

In norihern Laos, despife Ameri=
can air sirikes, the Vielmamese
spent three years slowly, methodi-

A\ Pelehburi

Ba ngssen,

Patiayi

Crulf of Siam

cally pushing Highway 1'9 through the
mountaing amnd down e Nam Ou
river lowards the town of Mam
Bac, 60 kilomelers norih aof Leang
Prabang.

Mam Hac, thenorthernmos! post of
fhe Hoyal Lacfian Army in 1968,
was defended by 5,004 Iroaps,
equipped wilth two batteries of 105
mm howilzers, and supplied by air
by American C=12%und C=1 M carga
plangs

Using Righway 1Y, Lhe Vielnameie
laid siege o Mam Bac the same
way Lhey did Dhen Bien Phua |4
years before.

In the early months of |'%8 the
Yietnamese had a slranglehold on
lhe base and ook M wilh the [iFst
wave of allackers

Nam Hac fell, the worsl deleat in
Raoyal Laolipn Ristory., The S}
defenders Ned inla the jungle. Two
mednlhs laler slragelers were slill
showine wp Al various governmenl
oo sl s

[he Mecing Laotian lroops lefl
keliind all their American radio
equipment, ammunilion, weapons =
ferylhing, including the howilzcrs

The Yietnamese loaded all the ma-
terial into trucks and shipped 1l
hack Lo the rear lines &n Lhé same
highway |%

Without the highway lhere would
have been po siepe, bul negligence
on the parl of Lhe Laotian alficers
in charge of Mam Bac insured the
disasler

Al the time of Ihe allack, accord-
ing Lo most reparts, Lhere wa s anly
one allicer om duly &l Mam Hic ==
g secaond leulenant, The rest of the
afficers were in Lunng  Frabang
drinking and pariying when ihe gar-
rison lell

fn frue Laotian fashion, Ihey were
[aler promoled instead of courls
marshalled and shil

While (hey consirucled highway 1
in norihern Laos, the Morth Yiel-
pnamese didn'l peglect the seulhern
hall of the Ho ChHi Minh Trail
The major roadbuilding efforl wenl
af In the souih.

Highways 111 and 103, whichcome
ail of Morth Yietndrm ai ihe Mua
Gia pass, were changed from mud
and ‘pravel 1o laierile, These (wo
seclions of the Frail feed inio the
soulh-central Lagltinn lown 6l
[chepone, which once boasled Lhe
longest single span bridge in Laos
= 350 [eel long, made of conérele
and steel == belore i§ was desiroy-
ed by bomibs
Al Tchepone they are jimed Iy
roules 123 and 116; then branch oul
again inlo & sccondars mel of roads
leading Inta South Yiglnam

AL the Hime ol the Tel olTensive
in 1968 the whole soulhern seciion
of the * Trail has been espanded
and improve.

”IH'|I'I'-|15 O which runs o the Cam-
badinn barder, was broadened oul
and the MNorth Vielnamese bauilk
several nddilonal roules -- 113,
ddh and 112A to handle the growing
lruck iralTic, All of Ihese roads ran
souih, linkKing up wilh highsay |10,
AL I1s peak, the Ha Chi Minh Trail
Wik supplving an estimoled 400 000
| PO

Even allernale hypassel were ci -
slrucied. Aa apon as the LSAF
planes blew up one seglion ol ihe
Trail the (rucks. swiiched ilo al-
lErnale |'-'|I'.|'\.'\.|_"H. wlile labor balal-
lions worked around ke clock 1o
(i1l the holes. The nextday bombers
would hil the allernale bypass, Hy
then the Mrsl road was repaired

When President Johnson halied the

bambing over MNorth Yielnam In
1968 the numbser ol slrikes on Lhe
soulhern seclion of the Trall jumped
froom #0-50 sirikes o day io 20K,
30K, 40K}

The Marth Vietnamese shifted their
1mm and STmm anli-alec rail bal-
leries o Laos and doubled Whe
Mak, Bul no "“Sam”" missles were
brought in

[he war raged over e Ho Chi
Minh Trail, up and down the length
of Laos. The Uniied Siates spenl
i billion and a hall dollars on Lhe
air sirikes apainst the Troil In
1965
Faor every bruck Lhey destroyed on
ihe Ho Chi Minh Trail il cost them
aroind 510K, (KK
Paris ol hig conormods oSl 18
due 1o the wie of L SE OO0 CK]
ghght enging H-51 bomber, which
makes davilme ruids on the Tranl
Like e Phantom F4, il 13 de-
signed Tor a nuclear war. Though
i can carry 30-40 lons of bombs
per sortie each flighl cosis S50 (K0
dollars == mol ancluding Lhe cost
ol Exmhs
In May 1566 the Stralegic Afr
Commaond moved info Laos wilh
the B-52. Their MNrst largel was
ihe Mua Giz pass. One dose of ihe'
f-%3 according lo SAC gencrals,
would ohliferale the Trail and siop
the frucks

Thal was four years ago.

Al one poimb, they weré running
ibiriy o Mty B=52 sirikes a day
against the Ho Chi Minb Trail
They sabirated the pngle “wilh
bambs, knocked down millions of
coconuls  and  Eilled hundreds n_l
moankey s

They didn'l stop the tricks
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Towards the end of 197, the
Americans  tried wsing defoliani
chemicals against (he canopy pf
jungle thal hid the trail and the
frucks,

That didn't work either. The Jungle
wis oo Lhick: it grew back lasicr
than they could destroy it.

Pham Dong -- jusl one of 4,000
drivers who regularly run the Ho
Chi Minh Trail == peers info the
night, his eye on Ihe truck just
fhead of him,

Their convay maves along highway
LED, lights ofT. In the sky 8 quarier-
moan Lthrows a dim light on the road,
It is rough and bumpy. Thick jungle
runs up ta the road on eilher
side. The topof the road is camou-
Maged with a frellis of vines and
leaves bul wncovered palches re-
main.

In the kack of his Eruck is & load
ol medicinge destined for soldiers
fighting the Americans néar Pleiku,
South  Yictnam. The convoy s
moving aleng at 20 mph but he is
still worried about the glass in Lhe
back af the lruck.

During the day a labor batallion
has relaid seclions of the road hit
by bombs the night before. The
holes have been lMiled with dirt and
gravel then “corderouyed” == sur-
faced with logs. During the operation
reconaissance  jels Mew overhead
Iwice but each Lime the 150 man
batallion simply picked up their
tools and melted info the jungle,

S5till, the holes arc & bad sign.
The Americans might hit it again
tanight,

The anti-aircraft  delenses of
Tehepane and Mua Gia are behind
therm mow. They are on their awn.
The three trucks right behind him
dlso carry medicine, splinls, soap,
and doclor's. supplies. The lead
trucks are loaded with rice and food
which hey will offload in Cambodia.
Oiher trucks, smaller and lighter,
will loke the rice the resi of the
wiy. The emply trucks will then
be loaded wilh wounded soldiers
returning to Morth Vielnam or used
weapons in need of repair.

The convoy pesses a plaloon of
Morth Vielnamese soldiers, trail
puards, ealing supper on the edge
of the road. Each soldier bas huilt
his own small fire Lo cook the food.

One big fire could possibly be
picked up by the Americans using
inI’rn_-ﬂ:d radar, Bul each small
fire 158 hardly bigger (han a maich,
Pham walches the lights disappear
in his rear mirror.

As Lhe frucks rumble on in ihe
dark the North Vietnamese lieute-

roy the uncnd -
"FTm] soldiers
i i Minh Trail

LS. Is spending
m«ing to adapt
,,n.pl-.lsl.ll.mtd ra-
m}muinn:c ifg=
farward-looking,
he Laokian war.

the moonsoon
Lapget, the jungle
e rexulls on the
“humidily and dusi
“Atia cals away al
precision parts of the
ed cquipment.

gach (he point where
F:;:;tmﬂ o maintain
cast Io run them for
. celved.

hombs @re espensive.
, 1500 1B, bomb costs
41,000 aficr figuring in ihe
jranspartation, elc.

I.mrlm-n pfficer in Thai-
+=A guerrilla war 15 a
zof layting longer, and making
g '.-' § expend at a faster rale
{ { And o be able
y =N mc back, and al-
j" vou could say (hat the United
s "1 tﬁﬁl[milr.'d Fesources,il™s
|I|.}_|‘ |]FI]TEn that we don'l
ol ey know thal. Prefly soon
4 arc going to mount

then sdid, “Even
Bl uplimiled physical
RTIER 1L doesn’d. al skill
nlimiled polilical re-

f lo Bernard Fall, an
L rd'-ul:h.'lnl. [hal was pre-
el [ Il'ﬂltll El:lﬂlrll'l.tl.lun o
' \gl and practiced with con-

0L by General Giap of
fmi==lhis estimale of the

Ho .m piychological short-
_- 03 ol o demecratic system

nanl, & Red Thai who was born  transmiller. The leéader, 3 Black T-38's and A-26"s. [oaded wilh Al y
on the Trail, begins (o briel the  Thai tribesmen hired by the TIA, 250 and 500 b, mlmhs, toke ofT | mm::lln:: RRisr s sty
platoon, cradles the fool lomg box in %is  jnto the nighl, r,

They will be broken inlo lwo  Jap and orders the olher lwo into T American failure to slop the
squads of 15 men apiece. Ten flanking positions. Each butlon on K1 the Ho Chi Minh Trau

soldigrs will remain behind Lo guard
the gasoling dump--a sandbagged,
camouflaged Banker off the side of
the road loaded with petrol, oil,
and lubricanis.

The two squads will be looking
for somelhing imporfant--an enemy
special guerrilla wunit (SGUJ which
wis dropped into the area by heli-
copler vesterday,

In Udon, & Might on Pheniees
F4's are also being armed for
night sirikes againsl Lhe Tl O
Minh Trail, Foor millicn dallars
of the most sophisticated lechnol sy
brains can create and money can
buy, the F4 is still nol a valuable
as anm A-26 for siriking the Trail|
It's loo sophisiicaled, loo fast, ko
delicale.

the box has @ piclure on il=-a lruck,
a jeep, a bicycle, a soldier

The nighl is chilly, Soon Pham
Dong's convoy appears.

As Lhe Morlth Vietnamese close
in on him, the man with the box
begins to count Lhe brucks, |-2-1-4,

All along the 250 miles of the
Ha ©hi Minh Trail olher SGU teams

Jrf counbing trucks lonighl foo.
[=2=3=4.

the single, moal impor-
N why the Vietnam wor
&8 {8 one of (hose “in-
military cperations.”

=Il'!-'lrﬂl!l'ltr-rnn:nn-::rn:m.:un
Lhi Minh Trall Lhey Cun
"' the sar in Vietnam by
-ﬂ:hnr;,

';]i_tritln Invasion of Com -
| cul off the sca supply
Ihe ¥iel Cong which ance

Kompong Sam har-
of Phom Penh,

6 (he 1y Chj M Trailis more
g ever,
W oon Ihe side of the

The lieulennnl knows that the
SOU unit is in his area. He also
knows Lhat they will be carrving
gither mines o blow up lrucks
or a “counter”, a lillle black: box
with bullons, hooked up fo o radio.

The first squad beging lo sweep
the road for mincs, The =zecend
moves inta the jungle to find Lhe
SGU= «and the little black box,

Three miles down the Trail, sit-
ting on a small hill above the road,
the three man guerrilla leam has
Just [inished selting wp the rodio

Il was Buill o My |50 mph o
carries the most advancend Sombing
and navigational rodars inthe workd
bul like most other lechnological
breakthroughs il hos bhad limibed
success in Lnos,

Throogh 50U reports the Ameri-
cans know (hal the Norlh Viel-
namese are sending 10,000 = |2, 0iKs
trucks a month down the Trail in
the dry season. Bul il's easier (o
counl them than desiroy them. Like the B=52 it was deslgpoed [or
another kingd of war Lhan a guerrills
war; anolher kind of country (has
mountainous, monsoonisepl Ladk
and another joh than finding asd
hilling trucks and soldiers hideg

in Lhe pngle,

Might has alsa come lo Thai-
land, from whence B0 of Lhe raids
against the Ho Chi Minh Trall come,

Up in the MNortheast, af Nokhon
Phanom, American propelicrdriven

al his watch. |i's
B In anather hour
medbe wheel over o
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He is tired of dodging holes amd
his eves are strained from Lrying Lo
see an the dark,

Suddenly, a brillianl white Mair
burats above Lhe convoy, lighting up
the might. The Lrucks swilch on

their lights and the lead lruck rioars
out.

I the back scal ol an DlE 3[04
feel abowve running frucks, nn
AMErican walches the cgcanvos

spread oul along the road (hrough
o Slarlighl scope

The dim lighl of Lthe mpoon i3
magnified by Ihe scope s0 ‘thal
the obhserver seeéi might lLike dav
The C=130 MNareship moves oul
of the way while the pilol of the

CHE contacls the Alrborne Control

Command Center at MU000 (eel

Below him arc jels al 20000
FL"C1., props al 12, I0M) leel. Hescue
helicoplers al £ 000 [eel are Peddy
o) pick up any pilals shol down

There's around (UKL LAY diol -
lars worlh of airplanes within sirik-
ing distance of Pham's convoy

Control direcls 6 T-21B's and
2 AlE's to move over the convoy
ol lrecks,

The beellanl while parachule

Nare is 8,000 fecl over the trucks
now, Moaling down lowards the road

Chi is wide swake now, clulehine

the seal. Hefore the atlack all the
trucks drove wiith (heir lights off
bul mow il doesn'l malter. They'se
|‘.u;::|l spaticd. Mow W15 & matler
ol moving as fask as yvou can be
cause vou' il Be thal much harder
(e 11 Ihe lights help you sece
lhe big holes, o6 swerve arcund
them

Pham slams the truck nto high

gear and slomps on the throllle
T lo the right of the lruck ihers
is a Nash af light and an explosion
rips Lhe jungle gpart. & =28 eails

irom Lhe light of the Mlare and
vanishes into Lthe darkncss.
saddenly, two ALE's appear in ihe
harsh lipht heading =iraighl down
the line of t(rucks. Through the

windshicld Pham walches tHem as
ey drop o |00 feel amd reloss:
their bombs

The truck behind Pham eaplodes
wilth & roar aml crashes inlo o

Lree, Mames licking oul the doors

IThe concussion shatfers the plass.
in the back of Pham®s truck and
splinlers of glass My through the

air. He clings 1o the wheel, fighi-
ing Lo keep the careening truck un-
der contral as shrapnel rips through
the gas lank and a second later Ui

fruck s a gianl Ball of fire

Pham and Chy were unfucky. U
the 100080 - |2 000 trucks a monil

thal mosve down the Ho Chi  Minh
trail during the dry season, only
i 10 s desiroyved.

B milés bevond the Blackened
hulk al' Pham's triek, the resl
of the convoy 18 hidden 1 a Camos -
Maped ruck park The drivers
are asleep-=till night falls again
on Lhe Ho Chi Minh Trail. Already.
a labor batallion is sweating in the
morming sun. fillig o Lhe holes
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